The Ireland-Canada Centre for Commerce Calgary Welcomes His Excellency Ray Bassett, the New Irish Ambassador to Canada 

CALGARY – The new Irish Ambassador to Canada, His Excellency Ray Bassett, received a warm welcome to Calgary on November 9, 2010, at a luncheon held in his honour by the Ireland-Canada Centre for Commerce, Calgary, and opened by Mr. Jim Prentice, Member of Parliament for Calgary Centre North. 

The Ambassador is no stranger to Canada, having served as head of the Irish foreign ministry’s passport and consular section, and having worked with eminent Canadians such as John de Chastelain during the Northern Ireland peace process. 

In a vigorous and detailed talk, Ambassador Bassett focused on the current economic situation in Ireland and the opportunities for greater relationship building and business partnerships presented by the recent economic adversity. 

In particular, the Ambassador emphasized how much Ireland has to learn from Canada’s stable banking sector, and predicted that Ireland will increasingly look to Canada rather than the United States for future investment opportunities. 

Canada, too, has much to gain from doing business in Ireland, given Ireland’s enviable tax incentives for foreign business, and its dynamic research, development and innovation in the areas of new technology, pharmaceuticals, and green energy.  

As noted by Mr. Jim Prentice in his opening remarks and introduction of the Ambassador, strong historic ties, principally forged during the trials of the Great Famine, underpin the current Ireland-Canada relationship. 

Ambassador Bassett and Mr. Prentice’s confidence in the mutual benefits of continuing strong trade relationships between Canada and Ireland was underscored by the luncheon audience of some 90 Calgarian’s, among them newly elected Mayor Naheed Nenshi and prominent members of the Calgary finance and business communities.   

