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The Ireland Canada Chamber of Commerce, Ottawa chapter has been duly incorporated and launched in May following consultations and brainstorming amongst a group of Irish business professionals in the Ottawa area over the past several months. Acting directors of the chapter include Austin Comerton as interim President, and an interim officer board that includes Jackie Gilna, Richard Philippe, Gabriel McCaffrey, Sarah Thorenton, and Siobhan O`Brien. The officer board will remain in situ until elections by members at the first AGM.
 
The chapter has adopted articles of membership that mirror those of other city chapters within the Ireland-Canada Chambers of Commerce. See http://www.ireland-canada.ca/  for further details.
 
The primary purpose for the chamber is to provide a business network for Irish business people or those interested in doing business with Ireland, in Ottawa, and to promote such opportunities for business networking that are within our mandate.
 
To this end, the Ottawa chamber will focus specifically on business interactions, within Ottawa, within Canada, and between Canada and Ireland where our members have interests, presence and relevance. We will support other Irish business professionals who come to Ottawa by opening our network to them, to facilitate and enhance Ireland-Canada business relationship development. We will be the primary contact point for Irish business professionals who wish to interact with each other and with a wider Canadian business community in Ottawa.
 
There are many other excellent Irish cultural and Irish interested groups in the Ottawa area, which many of our members are also involved with. We are not competitive to any of these groups but are very complimentary. Our purpose and focus is to nourish the strong connections that have existed for generations between Ireland and Ottawa, but within a specific business context.
 
Many of the founding families of Ottawa were Irish immigrants and they made their mark. One such example is Nicholas Sparks after whom Sparks Street is named. The young Irish Nicholas Sparks had come up river to work for the founding Wright Family of Hull. In 1826 Nicholas married Sarah Wright - the widow of Philemon Wright Jr. and with her nine children, moved to the south side of the Ottawa river to purchase 200 acres of land with a log cabin for 95 pounds (approximately $235.00 Canadian). In approximately 1848 he cut Sparks Street through his property from Bank Street to Biddy's Lane - known today as Elgin Street.  His property actually stretched across to where the Westin Hotel stands today and part of it was expropriated for the Rideau Canal.
 
The Rideau Canal itself was built (under the direction of Col. John By) by a predominantly Irish workforce from 1826-1832. Since July 27, 2004, a small Celtic cross memorial has stood at the mouth of the canal. With text in Irish, English and Algonquin, the cross is a tribute to the Irish settlers and their families, who died while scraping out a living and the canal that runs through Canada’s capital.
 
All this to say that Irish immigrants have made their mark in the Ottawa area and today, it has a well established business community that reflects origins from all 4 Provinces. This business community is now going to have its own formal organization to support members interests in networking, in supporting other Irish activities in the city of Ottawa, and in creating a social identity for Irish people in the wider business community.
